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PRACTICE: The trainees of SMK 2 Kepahiang are receiving hands-on training about earthquake-resistant
design and construction methods.

Article:
BUILD CHANGE GIVES VOCATIONAL STUDENTS A LESSON

KEPAHIANG - After the earthquake, Helmi Johan, M. Pd, the head of SMKN 2 Kepahiang, made training
available in the schools on the fundamentals of earthquake-resistant design and construction. All of the
students eagerly followed the directions of the instructor. On Wednesday, October 17, 2012, the second
day of training, Helmi Johan monitored the activities of the students in front of the mosque of SMKN 2
Kepahiang. These students were receiving guidance from Build Change, an international non-profit
social enterprise based in the United States that specializes in designing earthquake-resistant houses in
developing countries and training students, builders, homeowners, engineers, and government officials
to build them.

Dr. Mustamin, head of the school’s building department reports to the news team that he hopes
students take the training seriously. Mustamin said, “l expect the students to follow this training well
because it is one of the provisions for them to graduate from SMKN 2 Kepahiang.” He added that
students who choose building majors do not need to fear their future. “Do not think that being building
major means you can only be porters. There are many great job opportunities for building majors," he
said.

Budi, one of his students, was proud to have received training from Build Change. He said, “I feel proud
that | received direct, hands-on training like this, and even more so from a big major organization such
as Build Change.”



